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ago has been refused. If not only for humanity's sake,
for the honour of the Government and the nation he
must not  be  abandoned."  There was no question of
abandoning him in March, 1884, with the road wide
open  from   Khartoum  to   Cairo.   But   as   the   spring
went by and Gordon apparently declined to use it, they
drifted into an unhappy argument upon the theme of
expeditions, which were palpably superfluous for the
relief of Khartoum (since it was not yet besieged), but
were designed by his resourceful mind for " smashing
up " the Mahdi. Lord Hartington insisted doggedly that
" General Gordon certainly when he left England dis-
tinctly understood  that  no   British  troops  would  be
employed in relieving  him or the  garrisons and was
confident of his ability to accomplish his task without
such assistance/' That was unchallengeable, so long as he
confined his task to the comparatively humble mission of
evacuating the Sudan, But if he enlarged it to include
the destruction of the Mahdi and the establishment of
an alternative administration, what limit could be set to
his requirements ?  It dawned upon the Cabinet in April
that " General Gordon, who was dispatched on a mission
essentially pacific,  has found himself, from whatever
cause, unable to prosecute it effectually, and has now
proposed the use of military means which may fail and
which if they succeed may be found to mean a new sub-
jugation of the Soudan, the very consummation which
it was the object of Gordon's mission to avert/* That
was unchallengeable  too.  But such  distinctions  were
beyond the Queen (and an increasing number of her sub-
jects), who merely saw a lonely hero in a beleaguered city.
Her tone rose, as the weeks went by; and a discussion
with the French in May upon the limits to be set to the
British occupation of Egypt did nothing to improve her
opinion of the Government. Once more her ministers
seemed far too ready to make concessions to foreign
insolence. That was the worst of Mr. Gladstone; and